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Sheryl GAMBO

Velvet voice Singer SHERYL GAMBO is
unmistakably the Hottest Congolese music scene's
new sensation. Released by the young African label
DEE SOUL IN TOWNer debut album entitled. EMO
YASS4As an innovative project which had her running
o! with two trophies at 2007 Congoles§AM TAM
D'OR awardsBest new artist revelati@md Best
original album

a8AFRO SOULis the name of that album's concept
developed in collaboration with the talented
Congolese producer and multi-instrumentalist
FRANCKY 2MOULET?® MWELE (Fine Young Cannibals,
Papa Wemba, Tony Allen, Manu Dibango, and many
more). It is African Urban contemporary music style
fusing African traditional and modern music with
Hip-Hop, R&B, Soul music, Jazz, Latin and Caribbean
in"uences.

This AFRO SOUL project is simply the perpetuation

of a long tradition of cultural interconnections

between Africa and its diaspora: from the emergence
of Afro-Cuban in"uenced Congolese Rumba in the
late 50's and 60's; to the 70's adoption by Africans of
FUNK music energy and arrangements following late
Mr. JAMES BROWN's live concert in Congo Kinshasa
during the legendary MOHAMMED ALI vs. FOREMAN
#ght; to King of Pop MICHAEL JACKSON's borrowing
of MANU DIBANGO's 2Soul Makossa® hit for his @Wanna
Be Startin' Something® mega hit back in the “80s, to
recent RIHANNA's use of the same Cameroonian
sound for her2Don't Stop the music? hit...

The following is an EXCLUSIVE ADUNAGOW
Magazine interview with Miss Sheryl Gambo.
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AM: Thank you SHERYL for
taking the time to respond to our
interview questions.

Sheryl: It's actually a real

pleasure for me to talk to you and
ADUNAGOW magazine friends and
readers.

. | used to follow my mother at her

: Congolese religious or Gospel

. music church choir rehearsals. |

. later joined them and started singing
: into it myself. From twelve to !fteen

: years | joined local live bands

as back up singer experiencing

. different styles from local RUMBA,
. to Carribean ZOUK, latin SALSA,

AM: Tell us a little bit about
yourself. Where are you originally
from?

: R&B, SOUL...in the meantime | also
: started composing my own material
: from age twelve. | would just take

: all opportunities to perform live and

Sheryl: Well, | am SHERYL
GAMBO, a song-writer and singer
from CONGO- Brazzaville. With
the support of a young Congolese
independent label, DEE SOUL

IN TOWN, I've released my self-
produced debut “AFRO SOUL”
album entitled “LEMO YASSA”
which is a mixture of Congolese
and African cultures with Nu-
SOUL, R&B, HIP HOP, Carribean
ingredients.

: record here and there.

AM: Have you always dreamed of
: being a singer since you were a
: kid?

: Sheryl: As far as | can remember,

: I've always dreamt of “being an

: artist” since | was a little girl. My

: mother brothers and sisters have

: tales of me imitating late Congolese
: icons ABETI MASIKINI, MBILIA

: BEL, South African legend MYRIAM

AM: When you’re not working,
what are your favorite things to
do?

MAKEBA, African American great
: WHITNEY HOUSTON and many
: others whenever local Congolese

: channels would put them on.

Sheryl: Most of my occupations
are related to music. Apart from
promoting my own , | have several
passions like: taking music
instruments lessons, traveling and
meeting people to discover and
learn about their culture; listening
to Congolese traditional musicians
regardless of their ethnic origin. I'm
also interested by fashion, mainly by :
local designers :

: Actually, back then | knew that it
: was something | wanted to do.

: AM: Can you tell us about your

: breakthrough to the music

: moment? When and where did it
: happen?

: Sheryl: It all started in Brazzaville

where | exiled from the city of

: Pointe-noire running away from a

. diflcult family situation. | went to

AM: How many languages do you
speak? Which ones?

Sheryl: | speak lve languages
spoken in both CONGO-Brazzaville :
and CONGO-Kinshasa (ex-Zaire):
LINGALA, KITUBA, my MBOCHI
mother tongue, (From our country’s :
northern area); I'm learning LARI
from southern Congo and at last, |
also speak French.

: audition for an indie label searching
female back up singers for a

: compilation album project. They

: got turned on by my vocals and |

: took that opportunity to have them

: listen to my compositions. From

: then on, DEE SOUL IN TOWN

: label and | started working together.
: They had me doing back ups for

: a Congolese Reggae artist they

: were working with., perform live

" at various events among which

AM: How did you get started in
music?

Sheryl: At eight or nine years old,

was a memorable show at the
international FESPAM festival which
earned me a stronger exposure on a
national scale. In the meantime, we
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started working on my debut album
project with talented Congolese
multi-instrumentalist arranger and
producer FRANCKY MOUELE
who has worked for and with many
prestigious artist like FINE YOUNG
CANNIBALS, ZAO, TAMBOURS
DE BRAZZA, AURLIUS MABELE,
NZONGO SOUL rappers M1(Dead
Prez), SEAN PRICE (HELTA
SKELTA), OXMO PUCCINO,
ZOXEA, ALIBI MONTANA,
MPASSI..and many more.

AM: How many albums have you
produced?

Sheryl: One, LEMO YASSA is my
debut album.

AM: By the way you have a
tremendously great and attractive
voice. What style of music do you
prefer most and why?

Sheryl: thank you so much. I'm so
grateful and thank God for the gift of
music and for allowing me to touch
people with it. | like a lot of musical
styles. | have a never-ending
respect for all anonymous traditional
musicians for they are our cultural
identity’s soul keepers.| learn a lot
from them. | also like all African
Urban music styles: from Congolese
Gospel music , Rumba, Ndombolo,
Cameroon’s Makossa, Ivory coast
Coupé Décalé or Zouglou, the

great music from MALI, GUINEE,
Senegal’'s MBALAX, South Africa’s
traditional, religious and urban
music, Ghana’s highlife, Nigeria's
Afro beat, French carribean Zouk,
Reggae, dancehall, Salsa, African-
american Soul music R&B, Hip-
hop...I like all music with the power
to move your mind, soul, and body.
So there just is no limit. The bottom
line is sincerity.

AM: If you have to pick one song,
which one of your songs you like
most and why?

Sheryl: It's very hard to pick just
one song. They all represent special
moments and preoccupations.

Well, if | really had to, | would for
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instance choose “ESSI DI YA”. It is
a song which was inspired by my
personal experiences. It deals of
some men’s disrespecting attitudes
towards women, and these women’s
struggle for dignity and self-esteem.
It also introduces listeners to my
African and R&B style. One song
just doesn’t represent the diversity
of my work. | could also pick the
track “ELIKIA “ which brings out

my Congolese religious music or
Congolese Gospel background.

It's a Congolese Gospel and Rap
combination featuring Phillys’Paris
France-based rapper Vince MC
CLEANY. That song calls upon

the lord’s help to keep us strong

in the face of adversity. The album
title "Lemo yassa” was inspired by
the war my country went through
back in 1997. It's an invitation to
promote peace and unity. BANINGA
BASSI mixes Latin eavour, R&B with
Congolese music. ... | could go on
an on ...You know, | like them all.

AM: Can you tell us what artists
have ineuenced you in your
career?

Sheryl: Actually, I'm a very open-
minded person and have been
ineuenced by many artists whom

I’'m grateful for instilling in me the
passion of music: All anonymous
local traditional music singers I've
listening to from an early age. Some
of our Congolese Rumba music
icons, to name a few: late divas
ABETI MASIKINI, MPONGO LOVE,
PAPA WEMBA whom | received my
TAM TAM D’OR award from as he
hosted the 2007 edition. Late South-
African legend mama MYRIAM
MAKEBA, Benin’s Angelique KIDJO,
Soul music and R &B masters

like WHITNEY HOUSTON, MARY

J BLIGE, INDIE IRIE, STEVIE
WONDER, reggae masters BOB
MARLEY, mama RITA MARLEY ...
MANU DIBANGO, FELA...

AM: What are you currently
working on ? what's coming next
for Sheryl ?

Sheryl: I'm currently still promoting
my LEMO YASSA debut album
touring here and there at home and
in other countries. Hopefully we’'ll
soon bring our show in Europe,
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SHERYL GAMBO hanging out with TIKEN JAH FAKOLY. Photo Courtesy of Sheryl Gambo.
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the USA and all other places. In
the meantime, I'm working on new
compositions to be featured on
my forthcoming sophomore album
project.

AM: What is the source of your
inspirations?

Sheryl: I'm inspired by all situations
| personally go through and by my
counterparts’ experiences, hopes,
fears, aspirations.

AM: Have you considered acting
(movie) as well in the future?

Sheryl: Acting is an experience I'd

appreciate a lot approaching deeply.

Shooting my “ESSI DI YA” track
video has opened my mind to that
wonderful expression. I'm a big fan
of African movies and comedies.
PAPA WEMBA turning from singer
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to actor in “LA VIE EST BELLE” was
and still is a very strong inspiration.
It'd be a strong experience. | like
great comedians like GOHOU

from the GUIGNOLS D’ABIDJAN,
Congo’s soap operas shows. Just
like our music gives a vision of
African youth’s creativity, and
mindstate, movies could be a strong
instrument contributing in giving a
more positive image of our people
and continent. So why not?

AM: Your latest album LEMO
YASSA is just phenomenon. Tell
us little bit about it.

Sheryl: “LEMO YASSA” is my debut
album. Coming from a country
where RUMBA, NDOMBOLO,
SOUKOUS are the most popular
styles, | come with an alternative
style | call “AFRO SOUL". That is

a mixture of Congolese traditional
music with R&B, Soul music Hip
hop. It is just the expression of
another existing Congolese music
scene to which | belong with African
urban young artists and groups
introducing external ineuences in
their music. As a back up singer, |
used to be exposed to many styles
apart from local ones, from SOUL
MUSIC, ZOUK, R&B, REGGAE,
This legacy is resected in the music
| propose.

AM: What do you think of the
positive reaction of your debut
album in Congo?

Sheryl: We’re glad about people’s
positive reactions which | take as an
invitation to keep moving forward
with that orientation. My debut
album LEMO YASSA earned me two
awards at Congo’s 2007 edition of
“TAM TAM D'OR “in the “best new
revelation “ and “best original music”

categories. | thank the jury for it's
openness. Our music should not be
restricted to just three or !ve styles
be it the most commercial ones
when we are lucky to belong to a
country with a rich cultural diversity
which unfortunately is under
exposed. Diversity is the very aspect
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of my work | am happy to offer to my
fans and potential listeners.

AM: You were selected a !nalist
of the 2008 RFI DECOUVERTES
PRIZE, How did you feel about it?

Sheryl: After winning two TAM
TAM D’OR awards at home in
Congo, | was surprised and happy
to be one of the three selected RFI
DECOUVERTES PRIZE !Inalists
out of hundreds of contestants. It
was a wonderful experience. | felt,
no matter what the result would
turn out to be, it was a honour to
follow the steps of Congolese RFI
DECOUVERTES winner ZAO who
won that prize many years before.
Emotionally and professionally, it
was a strong experience, you know,
playing live in front of thousands

of supportive Malagasy people,
sharing great moments with Afro
carribean media legend CLAUDY
SIAR, with African reggae legend
TIKEN JAH FAKOLY.who happened
to host that event in Madagascar; it
was great moments to learn from.

| thank my musicians for giving the
best at all our appearances.

AM: What artists have you
collaborated with so far?

Sheryl: On my LEMO YASSA
album, I've collaborated with various
artists, like Paris-based Philly rapper
Vince Mc LENNY, Dee soul rapper
HARLEM and had extraordinary
talented musicians backing me up,
you know, my Congolese producer
and arranger FRANCKY MWELE
MOULET, guests like Senegalese
HERVE SAMB, Collaborating with
that producer is also a blessing.
Because unlike many local
producers who wouldn't let their
artist creativity blow unless it's
NDOMBOLO or SOUKOUS. Even
though | like and respect those
music and can play some myself,
I'm just happy to have people
accepting the idea and sharing the
vision that we can offer various and
different things and still be Africans
just like our fathers and mothers did
you know, the MANU DIBANGO's,

FELA. They all taught us to be
open-minded and explore other
horizons.

I've had the pleasure of performing
live with rapper PASSY during his
tour in Congo back in 2008. As a
goodwill ambassador for the United

Nations Development Program

in Africa, PASSY later invited

me to collaborate on a song

project entitled “désarmons nos
coeurs” he and the United Nations
Development Program were
working on in favour of the peace
reinforcement mission in Congo-
brazzaville. The track “désarmons
nos coeurs” was recorded to
support UNDP Central Africa’s
branch’ “light weapons collection’
campaign. That project gave me the
opportunity to sing with prestigious
guests like Kassav leader JACOB
DESVARIEUX, Rumba icon FALLY
IPUPA, rapper YOUSSOUPHA,
MPASSI (from Mel Groove)...People
can view the video on internet or
their tv shows.

AM: By this point | know there
are many people who would like
to know where and how to obtain
your music. Any special place to
go?

Sheryl: Well people can buy my
CD or download it on most music
distribution sites like:

Cdbaby.com:
http://cdbaby.com/cd/sherylgambo
Itunes:

http://phobos.apple-com/
WebObjects/MZstore.woa/wa/
wiewalbum?playlistid=277425802

ssbstores :

http://www.ssbstore.com/archives/
telecharge-album-12-6301-3308.
html

myspace:

http://www.myspace.com/
sherylgambo

http://www.deesoulintown.com
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AM: In your opinion, what'’s the
number one issue to deal with
in Africa? What's your take
(solution) on it?

Sheryl: Even though things are

not easy in most countries, African
youth have a lot of creativity and
energy in the face of adversity.
There are so much troubles,

lots of issues come as priorities:
health issues, unemployment,
mis-education because of various
causes, from wars, lack of

means, If those problems are not
treated, we're about to have an
explosive situation. Peace should
be promoted, like we sang in the
“‘DESARMONS NOS COEURS”
track, it's high time we concentrated
on building our countries because
no one else will do it for us. Where
there is chaos, no development can
be expected.

AM: About Africa: what will you
keep? What will you change?

Sheryl: Even though we tend to
adopt many things from abroad,

we should not turn our backs

from our own values. We have
traditional values like dignity, family,
togetherness, solidarity, arguing
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peacefully instead of resorting to
weapons for crisis resolution,

To pay tribute to all our forefathers
who gave their lives so we can keep
our dignity and have respect, we
should all work together to build a
stronger and proud future for our
continent.

AM: Do you often visit the
motherland? If not, any special
reason?

Sheryl: | was born, raised and still
live on the continent precisely in
Congo Brazzaville. and | like visiting
various African places. There’s a lot
to learn from one another and we
share so much in common.

AM: Something about you that
people will never guess?

Sheryl: Well I'm just like any other
young African woman living in
Urban African cities with the same
daily preoccupations, hopes, fears,
you know. Singing does not make
you different from all others, You
know we all do different things to
make it in a rough era.

AM: Any words of wisdom for all
our aspiring singers out there?

Sheryl: | don't think | have enough
legitimacy in terms of career to start
giving advises. | refer to careers
like madame MYRIAM MAKEBA's
for inspiration. All | can encourage
everyone to do is no matter what
they do, just stay true to who you
are, keep your quality standards
high. Just keep learning the most
you can about our legacy from

the motherland to it's worldwide
diaspora. Keep playing and singing
live as much as you can.

AM: Thank you SHERYL for
taking the time to chat with us.
We wish you plenty of success
and wisdom in your career.

Sheryl: | wish all ADUNAGOW staff
members, readers, their friends and
family the best

SHERYL GAMBO

contact : lasoun60@club.fr
Sheryl@club.fr
www.facebook.com/sherylgambo
www.myspace.com/sherylgambo

www.deesoulintown.com
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