| feel honored! When you are competing
with other beautiful and intelligent
women, it's an honor to be chosen as 1st
runner up. Everyone has worked so hard
and diligently for this pageant. | know the
judges had a very hard time making their
decisions. | know how much time and
e"ort | invested in this pageant and hence
thankful for the great pay-0". This pageant
was my personal goal to overcome fears
and become a role-model for other
Nigerian women.

Actually, | heard of the MNIA pageant
through the past queen, Peace Amadi on
facebook. Before then, | had no idea. It
crossed my mind, but | never fathomed
actually competing until the day before
applications were due. My cousin was
encouraging me to compete, so | decided

mission and its purpose for the pageant,
my interest peaked. | applied, still unsure
of whether or not | could do it. | knew | was
starting medical school in a few weeks.
Eventually | worked it out with Kenneth
and Chi-Chi and decided to push myself,
and boy did | do just that!

| entered with an understanding that | have
never done anything remotely close to a
pageant. When my brother heard of my
entering a pageant, he couldn't believe it.
Neither could my parents. | am generally

a quiet person, not one to crave public
attention of any sort. Although | came

into this competition blindly, somehow |
knew God had His reasons. Throughout
the process those reasons slowly started
to unravel. | took myself completely out

of my comfort zone. | faced my fears of
writing papers and public speaking. This
experience really proved to me that | could
do ALL things through Christ. He was there
with me throughout the pageant. It was

a testament to trust God when facing my
fears. Instead of avoiding it, | take a risk.

| intend on participating in MNIA's events

S

to do my research. Once | learned of MNIA

and programs, especially during Ronke's accomplished. All in less than two months!
reign. | want to assist with her endeavors, Time management became my best friend.
speci#cally those based here in Los

Angeles. MNIA is a family with similar goals

in mind. We all want to contribute to a

better Nigeria.

Staying in tune with my country and
MNIA is not just a pageant. It is a non-pro#ty culture. How easy it is to fall into the
organization committed to uplifting the American society and forget that we have a
Nigerian community both here in the US responsibility to our own country, Nigeria.
and back home. Through this pageant | Because we are not living in Nigeria or
was able to learn about Oyo State. Had it continuously faced with Nigeria's issues, we|
not been for the pageant | would not think get consumed with the American culture. In
to research a state outside of my own, school, for example, | primarily hear about
Imo State. From our assignment on global the diseases and medical concerns a%icting
issues faced by women of Nigeria, | found the American society. However, the illnesse
out that Female Genital Mutilation is still a of Nigeria are strikingly distinct. Take Polio
very prominent practice in Nigeria. | intendfor instance. Polio is an endemic a%iction o
to use MNIA as a platform to addressing Nigeria today, while in America it is a diseaq
the needs of Nigeria, from diabetes of the past. | must constantly remind myself
awareness to medical missions. be mindful of my own country. The ideal wa
of making this a reality is by contributing to
my country now; irregardless of the form. B
staying committed to my country today, my
aspirations to go back and make a positive

) . ) contribution to Nigeria's health care system
Very very di$cult. As | mentioned earlier, | pacome tomorrow's reality.

started my second year of medical school
in the beginning of August. As one may
imagine, being a medical student alone

is stressful enough. But | am also co-
coordinator of Synergy Health Fair. We are
responsible for budgeting and actually

| would like to thank God, my family, friends
and last but certainly not least, the 2008
putting on a health fair this October. | Delegates. You guys are the true meaning
am also coordinator of Partnership for ~ ©f womanhood. Thank you for making this
Progress, a mentor-mentee program with experience not one of _pe_ttlness and malice,
Compton High School students. We are but of support and optimism. You rock!

revamping the entire program, making the | @S0 want to send a message to YOU taki
task extremely di$cult. the time out to read this: If you have any fed

As if this wasn't enough responsibility, (o] ins_ecurities_ in anything Iif_e may bri_ng yo
as soon as | touched ground from a fe_lce it! Don't tip-toe around it. T|p-t(_)e_|ng ma
medical mission in Dominican Republic hinder you from the abundant possibilities
| was already behind in assignments and g_reatness that God may have planned
required for the pageant. | arrived from ~ YOUr life. So take out those boots and stomg
Dominican Republic Sunday night, found out those fears! Stomp them @well well°!
out | was chosen as a delegate Monday

morning, and had two three-page research

assignments due that Friday. Let's just

say preparations were hectic. | had two

weeks before school began and wanted

to complete as much for the pageant as

possible in those two weeks. Immediately,

| started on my assignments and journals,

looking for Nigerian lace, business suits,

and, of course, a talent. Of course, my

preparations continued up until the day of

the pageant.

Looking back, the whole experience was

a rush! | still can't believe | was able to

push myself to such limits to get so much
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