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Born in West Africa, (oS
(Ivory coast), Nina has always carried a model
spirit inside since her childhood . Her interest in
modelling, music, clothes, and else made her meet
many professionals and the industry in West Africa.

A very intelligent girl, from her amazing educational
achievements to front magazines covers and many
other highlights, she’s an emerging star.
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AM: Please tell us about yourself

Nina: My name is NINA JOSIANE KRAMOKO ,
| am an african lady coming from Cote d’lvoire,
West Africa.

Unfortunately, my daddy passed away when |
was 16, but he still in my heart and | know he is
watching me from where he is.

| have a master degree in marketing and | am a
model, fashion designer but also an actress. |
live in Cote d’lvoire but for my business | travel
a lot, especially across West Africa and France
where | also have good contacts.

AM: Tell us a little about your family.

| am the elder and the only girl of a family of 4.
My brothers are still in school. Unfortunately, |
don't live with them anymore because they are
with my lovely mother up-country where she is
working for the national electricity company.

She is a very courageous woman who had to
sacriece a lot in order to take good care of us.
She is an example for me and | visit her anytime
| have free time in my busy schedule

AM: How did you get started in modeling?

Nina: | started modeling 3 years ago in Abidjan.
I never thought that | will end up on a stage
because | was a brilliant student and in Africa,
attending a university is perceived as the way
to success. | decided to give it a try. | completed
my master education and really enjoyed it.
Afterward, | decided to become a professional.

AM: Was this what you dreamt for when
growing up?

Nina: Yes. I've always been interested by
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modeling and acting but as | said
earlier, it was difecult to do it as a
career because the family had other
plans for me.

AM: Who are your role models in
the fashion world?

Nina: It's a very tough question
because they all have something
that | love. But the most inluential
are deenitely TYRA BANKS and
NAOMIE CAMPBELL. I'm also a big
fan of Beyoncé Knowles because
she has changed the standard of the
African beauty and | think I'm closer
to her than to the others.

AM: When you're not working,
what are your favorite things to
do?

Nina: When | have time for myself,
| spend it with the family. However,
my hobbies are dancing, singing,
reading, designing new clothes, or
web browsing. Currently, I'm writing
some novels that | intend to publish
in a near future.

AM: Currently, where is home?
Where are you located presently?

Nina: I'm spending most of my time
in Abidjan but I'm often in Accra,
Ghana and Dakar, Senegal.

AM: Tell us, how can someone get
involved in the fashion world?

Nina: The erst thing is the passion
because there are a lot of trends
coming in and without Passion, it is
difecult to stay focused. Then, the
Passion is converted into hard work
and attention to details. Fashion is
very enchanting but there is a lot of
hard work and self control behind.

AM: How did you get started in the
Clothing Design business?

Nina: Actually, I've been drawing
clothes since | was a teenager. I've
been designing my own clothes for
a long time. | took this gift seriously
when people started asking me to



provide them with drawings for their
clothes. So last year, | decided to
send some of my creations to some
locally well-known fashion designers.
| also decided to participate to
festivals in West Africa.

AM: How and where do you get
your inspiration from?

Nina: | will say it is a gift from God
because anything can become a
source of inspiration for me.

AM: How did you become a
model?

Nina: | started to pose for a friend
of mine who was in the Fashion
business. Immediately, | was
contacted by his friends and at the
end of the day, photographers were
just calling because they saw some
of the casting photos that | made.

AM: How do you promote and
market yourself?

Nina: Up to now, it was mostly
through my contact network but
when | decided to become a
professional, | invested in more
advanced communication tools.

Currently, | manage some web sites,
| have a TV show and a chronicle

in a local magazine and of course |
participate to festivals...

AM: Can you tell us something
about you that people would never
guess?

Nina: Do you know that | did several
videos for friends in the past?

AM: In your opinion, what's the
number one issue to deal with in
Africa? What's your take (solution)
on it?

Nina: The number one issue is

the lack of democracy in most of

the countries. This leads to wars,
starvation, etc... The solution is

the emergence of communication
systems and education. It is all
because most of the Africans are not
educated that a minority can fool the
majority.

AM: About Africa: what will you
keep? What will you change?
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¢ Nina: I will keep our culture and core
¢ values: solidarity, tolerance etc... |

: will change our education system to
: make sure that every single African

: can read and get emancipated,

. especially women.

AM: What's the best food you
: crave for always when you visit
. Africa?

. Nina: | love African food and as

¢ an Ivorian | will recommend the

. pounded plantain with palm nut

. soup. Unfortunately, | cannot have as
: much as | want because | easily put

: on weight.

AM: What do you see in the future
: for Africa?

: Nina: With the collapse of

: communism and the current decline
: of wild capitalism, | think that Africa
: will become the main place to be

: because our economies are still

: growing.

Moreover, Africa is still a heaven
. for the planet in this global climate
: change.

© We only need good leaders to
¢ implement what needs to be done.

AM: Tell us, what is the craziest
¢ thing you ever done?

© Nina: | think that it is my refusal to

: get engaged with a man that | loved
: but who didn’t share my passion

. for modeling. Another one is that

. I'm crazy about Usher Raymonds,

. the R&B singer... I'll give almost

. everything to meet him.

AM: Other than modeling world,
. what other projects are you
: involved in at the present?

Nina: It's a secret but I'm currently
. playing in some movies. | can't tell
: you more about it (laughs)....

AM: What are your plans once you
: retire from modeling?

. Nina: I'll pass the torch to the next

. generation. I'm thinking about

: opening a school to teach modeling

: but also to teach women how to raise
: their families.

AM: Romance: Are you currently

: seeing anyone? Can you tell us?

Nina: | don’'t have a boyfriend now
but | know that | am not the perfect

date because I'm really busy at
: the moment. | hope when | will the
: opportunity, he will be caring and

loving but it is difecult to have time for

ourselves.
: AM: Since this is the JAN/FEB

issue, which covers Valentine as

. well, what's the perfect valentine’s
: gift for you?

Nina: A red rose will be ¢ne. | love

symbols but | will also accept tickets
: to see Usher live.

AM: Will you consider acting in
. the future?

© Nina: | have already started but it is

more a matter of getting knowledge

and more exposure. | don’'t want to
: spend my life like Marilyn Monroe.

AM: Your New Year resolution(s)?

Nina: For the new year | intend to

*nish my book, and spend more time
: with my family

| also plan to go to Los Angeles for
more knowledge of the business.

| hope to meet some of my role
models as well

AM: Any words of wisdom for all
. of our aspiring models out there?

Nina: For all aspiring models, | will

tell you the 3 things that my mother
¢ taught me: Respect, Knowledge and

Responsibility

AM: Any last words?

Nina: Whatch out, Nina K is coming
in 2009 with a lot of new ideas. I'll
rock Cote d'voire and West Africa.

The past has nothing to do with what

is coming....

Thank you NiNa for taking the
: time to chat with us. We wish you

plenty of success and wisdom in

. your career.
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