
First Runner-up
2007 Miss NIgeria in America

B
orn on May 15, 1987, second of twin girls having 
arrived six minutes later, Martha Nwosu shares 
an equal leadership role as the oldest child in 
her family of six children. She currently attends 

St. John's University in New York, New York where she 
is majoring in psychology with a minor in sociology. In 
addition to studying the mind and society, she is an ardent 
lover of music from all diverse walks of life, a leader in many 
others, and a staunch advocate for children with special 
needs. 

She is a member of Pan- African Caribbean Students 
Association (PACSA) and also a member of the Latin 
American Students Organization (L.A.S.O.) and serves as 

an advocate for children with special needs.  She dedicates 
her mind to thoughts on how to make the world a better 
place, starting with her country Nigeria.  Her dedication and 
perseverance are her major motivators for goals she aspire 
to reach personally and socially. 

She says, ªI know who I am; a voice for the voiceless. For me 
this is the most rewarding task I would ever encounter. In 
the early stages my life, I chose to take the back seat while 
my twin sister took the spotlight. As years went on, I began 
to evolve with my own identity, which would later establish 
an equally balanced bond between my sister and me. Now 
I am a young lady growing into a beautiful woman, I am 
allowing my identity and achievements as a twin to expand 

and evolve into a foundation for my 
strength, grace, and beauty.

AM: How does it feel to be the 2007 Miss 
Nigeria in America First Runner Up?- 

MN:It feels great; I am truly blessed 
to have received such an honor! I am 
humbled by the entire experience and 
although I did not take home the crown, 
I took home something more precious 
and I stand strong to say that I am still a 
winner in all aspects!

 

AM: Can you tell me brie"y how did you 
get involved in the contest?- 

MN: I was searching around online 
for something that compiled both 
modeling and education. In my search, I 
stumbled upon MNIA, Inc., not knowing 
they were a local organization in my 
home state of Maryland. After reading 
about the organization, my interest 
grew and I decided to apply. 

AM: what is your motivation or 
inspiration behind this title?- 

MN: My motivation and inspiration 
behind this title is the strong desire 
I have to make changes in my world, 
especially my country, Nigeria. There 
are several global issues that the media 
does not focus on, for instance, health 
care issues pertaining to Individuals 
with special Needs, especially, those 
with Autism Spectrum Disorder among 
others. All these issues need attention 
because they all a#ect the world that we 
live in. 

 

AM: What prize did you win as $rst 
runner up?-

MN: I received a %1,000 Savings Bond 
courtesy of MNIA, Inc.

 

AM: What are your plans in the future as 
the 2007 First Runner - Up?- 

MN: Well I plan to continue to 
make changes throughout my 
world beginning with the student 

organizations I head at 

my school - St. Johns University. On 
a more serious note, I plan to keep 
a steady contact with MNIA, Inc., 
as we work together with di#erent 
organizations and government agencies 
to embark on my platform. 

 

AM: How will this event help you 
contribute to Nigeria?- 

MN: This event will help me contribute 
to Nigeria because of my platform, 
which is ªAdvocacy and Enhancement of 
a Better Quality of Life for People with 
Special Needsº with emphasis on Autism 
Spectrum Disorder. By emphasizing the 

issues people with special needs 
have, especially those with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder, Nigerians who are 
either su#ering from this disorder or 
who know someone su#ering from 
this disorder, can  breathe a sigh of 
relief for the wealth of information 
and intervention/therapy that this 
has suddenly brought, thanks to this 
collaboration with MNIA, Inc. 

 

AM: How was the preparation to the 
event?- 

MN: It was di&cult and very challenging 
but in the end, the entire process was 
exciting and rewarding and I loved it! 
All the hard work was worth all of my 
e#orts!

 

AM: As an African professional woman 
living in the U.S.A., what are the 
most challenging issues you have 
encountered?- 

MN: The most challenges issues I have 
encountered are those centered on 
what it truly means to be an African 
woman. 

Many people have stereotypes of what 
African Women should and should not 
be but I have learned that it is not what I  

can and can not be, but what I choose 
to be that will determine how I am 
perceived in society. As long as I remain 

strong, focused, and ambitious, 
then my goals can be achieved and 
accomplished. 
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Miss Ekiti

Platform: •e Advocacy & 
Enhancement of a Better €uality of Life 
for People with Special Needs

Born on May 15, 1987

Education: She currently attends 
St. John's University in New York, 
New York where she is majoring in 
psychology with a minor in sociology. 

About: she is an ardent lover of music 
from all diverse walks of life, a leader in 
many others, and a staunch advocate for 
children with special needs. 

She is a member of Pan- African 
Caribbean Students Association 
(PACSA) and also a member of the 
Latin American Students Organization 
(L.A.S.O.) and serves as an advocate 
for children with special needs.  She 
dedicates her mind to thoughts on how 
to make the world a better place, starting 
with her country Nigeria.

Martha Nwosu

Biography provided by MNIA, Inc.
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ª I know who I am; a voice for the voiceless. 
For me this is the most rewarding task I 
would ever encounter º 

ÐMartha Nwosu, Miss Ekiti `07

AM: Any last Comments?

MN: I wish the organization success in their endeavors to 
promote awareness t o health care issues in Nigeria and the 

world in general. 
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