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JESSY MATADOF

l He started his career ESEpaeas

dancer in 2001. In the the beginning, nothing
seemed to work or encourage him to become a
singer, until he joins a music group called “Les
coeur brisés.”

After four years with the group, he decides to

take his music solo, but not with the same theme
and eavor, yet at the same time, preserving the
ineuencial styles of dancehall, zouk, and ndombolo,
a style originating from Hip Hop.

In 2005, Jessy Matador creates his own music
band along with !ve others, and namesi it “ Le
Selesao.” His new band started to release many
songs, mostly zouk style, over the next year.

The end was far near from Jessy. What followed
has been the major hit that propulsed him to fame:
Jessy Matador releases a single called “Décalé
Gwada” which hits the market like a Tsunami. He
then follows it with the release of his Irst album
“Qui veut ma peau, perdra la sienne” , which
translated from French means “Whoever wants my
life will lose theirs.”

The album is composed of 8 vibrant tracks, which
is currently sooding the European and African
regions.

The end of Jessy Matador is yet to be written. But
until then, be ready to hear more about this talented
Congolese artist. The following is an EXCLUSIVE
interview with the man himself.

a DID YOU KNOW...

JESSY MATADORS DONATING ALL THE PROFIT BEING MADE FR(Q
HIS LATEST RECORDED ALBUM TO A NON PROFIT ORGANIZATIO
THAT IS HELPING CHILDREN AFFECTED BY THE WAR IN CONGO

GO TO ADUNAGOW.NETAND CLICK ON FEEDBACK TO SHARE
YOUR COMMENTS ON THIS.
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AM: Tell Us a little bit about
yourself. Where are you from
originally?

Jessy: I'm from the Demacratic
Republic of Congo (ex Zaire).

AM: Where do you currently
reside?

Jessy: | currently live in Europe; in
Paris (France) precisely.

AM: How did you get started in the
Music industry?

Jessy: | started in the music world
in 2001 as a backup dancer. Then,
in 2004, | went ahead and created
my own band, in which I'm the lead
singer.

AM: You're currently on a fast
track. How many songs have you
produced ?

Jessy: | have released 19 songs in
total so far.

AM: Which one of your songs is
your favorite?

Jessy: My favorite song is Décalé
gwada, but | also love Mini kawoulé
as well.

AM: To what can you attribute
your fame/success in Africa?

Jessy: | think it all comes from
perceverance and also to my belief
to the God Almighty.

AM: Who are your role models
when it comes to music?

Jessy: When it comes to music, my

role model is the talented JB Mpiana.
: AM: Where do you get your

: inspirations?

When it comes to life, it's my father
who gets the credits.

AM: When you're not recording

. your music, what are your favorite
. things to do?

: Jessy: When I'm not laying tracks,

¢ 1 make time to go visit my friends. |

: also like exercising (sports). | spend
¢ a lot of time with my family whenever
: possible.

: AM: What are the pros and cons of
: being a music star, a great artist?

: Jessy: The advantage is that you

: have the power of living and creating
: your own music freely, as we say

¢ in French: “Donner du plaisir au

: melomane.”

Now, the inconvenient part of the
: deal is that being an icon and role
: model, you're theoretically owned
: by everybody else. Your private

: life is often revealed by the media
: constantly.

AM: So, what’s next for Jessy
i Matador and the Selesao Group?

Jessy: Well, right now I'm planning
: on growing my fan list and also
: produce more music.

AM: Have you ever thought about
: jumping into the movie business
: in the future?

: Jessy: Why not? To tell you the truth,
: | have always dreamed of being an

: actor when | was just a kid. If some

: opportunities present themselves, |

: wouldn’t say no for sure.

AM: How can you describe your

: music?

Jessy: My music is more like party
: music, made for festivities.

Jessy: | get most of my inspiration
: from my roots, from traditional
i Congolese music and sounds.



AM: One thing we have noticed

is that your video clips are well
choreographed. Where do you get
the ideas behing them all?

Jessy: Everytime | work on a piece
(song), | try to visualize the video
clip at the same time as well. | kinda
create both the song and the clip at
the same time, in my head. When

it comes time to shoot the video, |
try my best to realize what | have
envisioned in my head already.

AM: In your opinion, what's the
erst thing we need to do in order
to help the development of Africa
and Africans?

Jessy: | think we need to mobilise
people and force more actions to be
taken about the current issues. We
need more actions than words.

For example, I'm giving away all
pro'ts generated from my released
album to an organization that is
currently helping children that have
been victims to the war in Congo.

As an African artist, we need to be
goodwill ambassador for our own
continent.
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AM: Regarding Africa, what will
you keep? what will you change?

Jessy: | will vote for changing the
way we see things: changing our
mentality. We need to encourage
solidarity amongst ourselves.

AM: Have you ever been
approached by an African
organization for promoting
goodwill and well fare?

Jessy: No, not yet. I'm still waiting.

AM: African cuisine: what do you
enjoy eating when you're back home
in Congo?

Jessy: Ah. Manioc with Saka Saka
and well-peppered Brochette!
(laughs)

AM:What are your hopes and
dream for the future Africa?

Jessy: | hope and dream of a united,
free, and joyfull Africa; an Africa
without war.

AM: Thank you Jessy Matador for
taking the time to chat with us.
We wish you plenty of success in
your career.
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