
B i o .

28 A D U N A G O W  M A G A Z I N EJAN / FEB 2009

INTERVIEW SPOTLIGHT Interv iewing Chr ist iane King |  e-mai l  us your feedback at  editor ia l@adunagow.net

Christiane King always showed a strong interest in 
fashion. But growing up in a country where fashion 
is highly underrated, she could not get her parents' 
support, nor could she guarantee herself a successful 
career in fashion.

Christiane then started a career in acting which took 
o! very quickly. ªI was on a quest... anything that 
could get me one step closer to the world of fashion 
was something I was willing to try.º

Soon enough the opportunity to travel presented 
itself and Christiane left the Cote d'Ivoire for Paris 
and later relocated to Los Angeles. Experiencing both 
French and American cultures has really allowed her 
to broaden her fashion sense.

Today, Christiane's collections feature designs that 
are strongly in"uenced by her life experiences. Her 
signature layered and textured look result from 
the combination of her traditional heritage with 
the Western cultures she's been exposed to. But ªa 
woman's body is my greatest inspirationº she explains. 
Her garments celebrate the arts and crafts from her 
Ivorian culture, but also maintain very modern styles 
and silhouettes.

Christiane graduated with Honors from Woodbury 
University in Los Angeles with a Bachelors Degree in 
Fashion Design. Her commitment has certainly paid 
o!. Christiane's #nal collection was one to be judged 
by renowned industry professionals and received the 
award for ªBest of Coutureº at the University's Annual 
Gala.

Christiane King launched her #rst Womenswear 
Collection in the Fall of 2006 and is growing bolder 
since then.

Exclusive Interv iew with Chr ist iane King. 

Shor t  Bio extracted f rom Chr ist ianeKing.com 

Photos provided by Chr ist iane King.

Name: [  Chr ist iane King ]

Age: [  29 ]

Profession: [  Fashion Designer ]

Residence: [  Los Angeles,  CA ]

Orig in:  [  Ivory Coast ]
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it or it will take you a really – really 
- long time for you to reach your 
goals.  

AM: How do you promote and 
market yourself? 

CK: My husband and I try to go 
out to as many social events as 
we can, given our busy schedules. 
It’s a great way to meet other 
professionals and get the word out 
there about my business. I also 
take part in as many fashion shows 
as I can. I’m also very fortunate to 
have a sister-in-law who happens 
to be an amazing PR and who puts 
the word out there for me once in a 
while. Thanks to her service I have 
been able to have 2 gowns worn at 
red carpet events and that triggered 
some great publicity.  

AM: Where can someone •nd 
your clothing line?  

CK: My designs are available 
exclusively at www.ChristianeKing.
com  

AM: Any quick tips for our 
readers on How to pick up 
what to wear (for both men and 
women)? 
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AM: Please tell us about yourself  

CK: I’m Christiane King. I’m 29 years old, 5’3 and 110 pounds. 
I move to the United States in 2000 to go to College and get a 
Master in Business Administration but ended up following my 
heart and getting a Bachelor’s degree in Fashion design. I’m now 
designing for my own label and pursuing my dream of building a 
fashion empire!  

AM: How many brothers and sisters do you have?  

CK: I have 2 sisters - an older and a younger sister - and a 
younger brother.  

AM: Where are you from originally?   

CK: I am originally from Ivory Coast, West Africa.   

AM: Who are your role models?  

CK: My parents...for their integrity, passion and strength.  

AM: When you’re not working, what are your favorite things to 
do?  

CK: I love the outdoors so I try to get out as much as I can. Hiking 
is one of my favorite things to do. I love nature and the simplest 
things in life. I also enjoy going out to comedy shows or just 
staying home and cooking for my husband and I.  

AM: Currently, where is home? Where are you located 
presently?   

CK: Less than a year ago, my answer to this question would have 
been very different. Right now, home for me is the USA, it’s Los 
Angeles. It is where I live with my husband and where I have my 
closest family.  

AM: Can you tell us something about you 
that people would never guess?  

CK: I use to have a dog named “Tarzan”! 
(laughs)   

AM: What’s your Favorite sport? Why? 

CK: I love Tae bo. I enjoy all the different things 
(cardio, "ex etc) and area of your body you 
get to work on AND you have the "exibility of 
working out indoors, outdoors, with or without 
other people. It’s a lot of fun.   

AM: How did you get started in the Clothing 
Design business? 

CK: I always knew I wanted to work in design. 
I always had a passion for creative things and 
fashion was de#nitely on top of the list. So 
after I graduated from college, I got a job as 
an assistant designer at a local manufacturer 
to get my feet wet and learn as much as I 
could about the business. The opportunity then 
presented itself for me to become a designer 
at that company. So I decided to spend more 
time learning and making more contacts in the 
industry. About a year later, I gathered up all the 
knowledge I had accumulated and launched 
“Christiane King” in the fall of 2006.   

AM: Was this what you dreamt for when 
growing up?  

CK: Yes, I can de#nitely say that this is what 

I DREAMT for growing up! To be 
honest with you, the odds of me 
pursuing my dream of becoming a 
fashion designer was pretty slim. 
Growing up in a country where 
fashion is highly underrated, I 
could not get my parents’ support, 
nor could I guarantee myself a 
successful career in fashion. Luckily, 
I was able to move to the United 
States and had the opportunity to 
make my dream come true.  

AM: How and where do you get 
your inspiration from?

CK: My greatest inspiration is the 
woman’s body. Give me a piece 
of paper and a pencil; I’ll design a 
great dress around the woman’s 
silhouette. Now when it comes 
to environments and things that 
keep my creative fuel burning, the 
spectrum is vast. From nature to art, 
to furniture, to movies, the smallest 
detail can trigger a tremendous 
creative outburst. 

AM: Do you target a particular 
market with your designs?  

CK: My customers are women 
all over the world that are strong, 

assertive, feminine, sexy, smart and 
witty. They are women that have 
a good sense of who they are and 
what they want in life. They are not 
afraid of taking risk but also know 
that trends should never outsmart 
personal style.  

AM: Tell us, how can someone 
get involved in the fashion world?  

CK: Relationships are key in this 
business. And to built relationships 
with a wide array of people, you 
need to expose yourself to different 
things. They are lots of ways to 
get involved in the fashion world. 
Whether it’s working at retail, at 
wholesale, in a design house, with 
manufacturers. I remember my #rst 
fashion job was as a sales associate 
at Banana Republic. I hated it. I 
would stand in the dressing room 
and think “I should be deigning all 
these things”. But I learnt a lot from 
this experience, I met a lot of very 
valuable people there.  I guess what 
I’m trying to say is that you might 
be the most talented person on the 
surface of the earth but if you don’t 
have good relationships with the 
right people, you’ll either won’t make 
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“My greatest inspiration is the woman’s body. Give me a piece of paper and a 
pencil; I’ll design a great dress around the woman’s silhouette”. - CK 
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CK: I know it’s been said over 
and over again but #rst thing #rst, 
be true to whom you are and do 
not try to follow fads just because 
everyone is wearing it down the 
street. What I always suggest is 
to “pick your battle”. Try to make a 
statement with one special piece 
in your out#t/accessory. Go with a 
bold color shirt, an amazing belt, 
jewelry or even a great tie that just 
pulls the whole out#t together. The 
right accessory is key to complete 
an out#t.    

AM: Do you think clothing 
affect people’s attitude toward a 
person?  

CK: Absolutely! People are judged 
by their cover every day! And that’s 
why we all need to put on our 
best cover every day! As fashion 
designers we have a very important 
task: create clothes to make people 
feel good about themselves and 
create clothes that will tell a story 
about our customers. When you #rst 
meet someone, you’ve got nothing 
to go by other than their outside 
shell, their appearance. As much 
people don’t like to admit it, I think 
it’s a very “human” thing to do to 
try to read a person and judge their 
personality and their taste level 
based on what they are wearing.   
AM: In your opinion, what’s the 
number one issue to deal with 
in Africa? What’s your take 
(solution) on it? 

CK: In my opinion, the lack of 
Patriotism is the main underlying 
cause of a lot of problems in Africa. 
They are a lot of issues that hurt the 
continent of Africa and prevent her 
from moving forward. Corruptions, 
abuse of power at all level of 
government, lack of devotion are 
very prevalent in so many countries 
in Africa. I believe these problems 
develop when the love and devotion 
to one’s country is lacking. Africa 
has some of the greatest resources 
in the world. Natural, geologic 
resources are abundant in so many 
under-developed countries but it’s 
the lack of patriotism that prevents 
this amazing continent from rising to 
higher levels. People need to think 

about the bigger picture. They need 
to work together towards bettering 
something bigger than themselves: 
their country. People need to 
stop looking for the immediate 
grati#cation they #nd in corruption 
so that more than a few can bene#t 
from new opportunities, better 
healthcare system, higher education 
etc.  

AM: About Africa: what will you 
keep? What will you change?  

CK: In a nutshell, I will keep the 
joy and truthfulness of the people. 
I will keep the community-driven 
society where a child is raised by a 
whole village and where values like 
respect of elders are taught. I will 
change the greed and sel#shness 
that’s growing in a lot of people in 
power.  

AM: What’s the best food you 
crave for always when you visit 
Africa? 

CK: Gosh, they are so many dishes 
I crave! One of them I get to make 
here very often which is “Alloco” 
(fried plantains). I also crave a 
dish called “Attieke au poisson a 
la braise” which is a Couscous-
like grain made of Cassava that’s 
steamed. You eat it with grilled #sh, 
fresh sliced tomatoes, red onions 
and pepper. It’s delicious!  

AM: What do you see in the future 
for Africa? 

CK: I hope to see people getting 
together and #ghting for a better 
quality of life all around. I hope 
to see people realizing all the 
opportunities that can arise from 
working hard and thinking outside 
the box. I hope to see governments 
creating and facilitating the creation 
of opportunities for all.  

AM: What needs to be done in 
the US in order to strengthen the 
African community voice? 

CK: I think an important thing to 
do is to keep in touch with fellow 
Africans. I think together we can 
accomplish a lot. We are privileged 
to be able to experience what is 
great about the US and we can give 
a lot back to our countries of origin 

if we all stick together and come up 
with ways to in"uence and change 
lives back in Africa.  

AM: What is your opinion 
regarding the idea of a “United 
States of Africa”? Could it work? 
Why? Why Not?  

CK: It could work. I think they are 
a lot of issues that need to be 
resolved in the inside before any 
African country ventures into this 
alliance.  

AM: Do you think African clothing 
designs can make it into the 
Western market? 

CK: Yes, I think that African clothing 
designs can make it into the 
Western market. But I think that for 
the concept to be widely accepted 
on the Western market, the 
silhouettes need to be updated to #t 
people’s lifestyles. A lot of amazing 
African clothing designs can be 
a little constraining in the #t for 
the regular person in the Western 
market.  

AM: Tell us, what is the craziest 
thing you ever done?  

CK: I went on a crazy hot air 
balloon ride in Sedona last year in 
what turned out to be very windy 
conditions. And if you know anything 
about hot air balloon rides, you 
know you don’t hope for too much 
wind...!  

AM: Other than fashion design, 
what other projects are you 
involved in at the present? 

CK: I’m 100% into fashion right at 
this moment but the other projects I 
usually work on are house-related. 
My husband and I love the re-
decorate; re-vamp the house/front 
yard every so often so we usually 
spend a fair amount of our time 
doing that.  

AM: What are your plans •ve 
years from now? 

CK: My plans #ve years from now 
are to share my vision with the world 
by having a bigger audience than 
the one I have now. I would like 
my brand “Christiane King” to grow 
bolder with a strong understanding 

Design by Chr ist iane King.
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Design by Chr ist iane King.



36 A D U N A G O W  M A G A Z I N E T O  S U B S C R I B E  V I S I TMAY / JUN 2009 WWW.ADUNAGOW.NET

P
h

o
P

h
o

P
h

ot
o

 c
o

ur
te

s
y

 o
f 

C
h

ri
s

ti
a

ne
 K

in
g

...

of the changing needs of women (in 
their wardrobes) and take over the 
fashion world!  

AM: Romance: How’s the married 
life?  

CK: Married life is just a blessing! 
I’m married to a wonderful man. 
He is the affectionate, supportive, 
handsome, smart, thoughtful person 
ever and I couldn’t have asked for 
more in a man.  

AM: How do you balance work life 
and house life? 

CK: It’s tough! (laughs) But I am a 
true African woman at heart who 
likes to cook for her husband and 
take care of the house. It’s not 
always easy when you work 14-16 
hours a day sometimes but we try 
to keep some balance and preserve 
our sanity by not overdoing it.  

AM: Do you have any kids? If so, 
please tell us brie!y about them. 
If not, are you planning on having 
kids?  

CK: I do not have any kids yet but 
can’t wait to meet them. I hope 
to have twins one day. I haven’t 
decided if I would like them to be 
identical or fraternal twins but I think 

I would probably like to have a boy 
and a girl (laughs).  

AM: In your opinion, is it harder 
to be a mother or to be a wife?  

CK: I think it’s harder to be a mother 
than to be a wife. My husband is my 
friend, my lover and my hero who 
will grow with me throughout the 
years. My kids on the other hand will 
be people that I will bring into this 
world and be responsible for, care 
for, worry about for the rest of my 
life. That’s a pretty tough job! 

AM: What’s your favorite summer 
destination?  

CK: Anywhere sunny! I love Europe, 
the architecture, the art and I would 
love to go back to Venice, Italy.  

AM: Will you still consider acting 
in the future?   

CK: I had a blast acting back in 
the Cote d’Ivoire. I did a lot of 
commercials and it was even in 
talks to do a sit-com before leaving 
the country. Although I really enjoy 
it, I do not think this the right career 
path for me. I’m truly a behind-the-
scene-type-gal.  

AM: In the acting world, who 

would you want to work with, if 
you had your choice?  

CK: Wow, if I had my choice, I would 
like to work with Angela Bassett, 
Charlize Theron, Jada Pinkett-Smith 
and Will Smith, Denzel Washington 
and Angelina Jolie...although I think 
I will be too intimidated by Angelina. 
Something about that woman...

AM: Any words of wisdom for all 
our aspiring designers out there?  

CK: To all aspiring designers out 
there, I’d like to say, follow your 
heart, follow your passion. The 
fashion business is very cut-throat 
but you can’t let outside in"uences 
distract you from your goal. Filter 
through the criticism you receive 
and know that you can be a great as 
God made you to be.  

AM: Any last words?  

CK: Thank you for the opportunity to 
share a little bit of myself with your 
readers. This was very fun!  

AM: Thank you Christiane for 
taking the time to chat with us. 
We wish you plenty of success 
and wisdom in your career.

“The fashion business is very 
cut-throat but you can’t let 
outside in"uences distract you 
from your goal.” - Christiane King


