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Christiane King always showed a strong interest in
fashion. But growing up in a country where fashion
is highly underrated, she could not get her parents'
support, nor could she guarantee herself a successf
career in fashion.

Name: [ Christiane Ki ng] Christiane then started a career in acting which took
o! very quickly. 8 was on a quest... anything that
Age: [ 29 ] could get me one step closer to the world of fashion

was something | was willing to try°

Profession: [ Fashion Desig ne} Soon enough the opportunity to travel presented

itself and Christiane left the Cote d'lvoire for Paris

Ressidence :[ Los Angeles, CA and later relocated to Los Angeles. Experiencing bo
o French and American cultures has really allowed he
Origin: [ lvory CoaSt] to broaden her fashion sense.

Today, Christiane's collections feature designs that
are strongly in"uenced by her life experiences. Her
signature layered and textured look result from

Exclusive Interview with Christiane King. the combination of her traditional heritage with
wextracted Iy ChristianeKing.cor the Western cultures she's been exposed to. Buta

Photos provided by Christiane King. woman's body is my greatest inspiration® she explai
Her garments celebrate the arts and crafts from her
Ivorian culture, but also maintain very modern styleg
and silhouettes.

Christiane graduated with Honors from Woodbury
University in Los Angeles with a Bachelors Degree i
Fashion Design. Her commitment has certainly paid
o!. Christiane's #nal collection was one to be judged
by renowned industry professionals and received the
award for @2Best of Couture® at the University's Annua
Gala.

Christiane King launched her #rst Womenswear
Collection in the Fall of 2006 and is growing bolder
since then.
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Photo courtey of Christiane King.
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Design by Christiane King.
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Phcto courtesy of Christiane King.

Design by Christiane King.
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of the changing needs of women (in
their wardrobes) and take over the
fashion world!

AM: Romance: How's the married
life?

CK: Married life is just a blessing!
I'm married to a wonderful man.

He is the affectionate, supportive,
handsome, smart, thoughtful person
ever and | couldn’t have asked for
more in a man.

AM: How do you balance work life
and house life?

CK: It's tough! (laughs) But | am a
true African woman at heart who
likes to cook for her husband and
take care of the house. It's not
always easy when you work 14-16
hours a day sometimes but we try
to keep some balance and preserve
our sanity by not overdoing it.

AM: Do you have any kids? If so,
please tell us briely about them.
If not, are you planning on having
kids?

CK: I do not have any kids yet but
can’t wait to meet them. | hope

to have twins one day. | haven't
decided if | would like them to be
identical or fraternal twins but | think
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| would probably like to have a boy
and a girl (laughs).

AM: In your opinion, is it harder
to be a mother or to be a wife?

CK: I think it's harder to be a mother
than to be a wife. My husband is my
friend, my lover and my hero who
will grow with me throughout the
years. My kids on the other hand will
be people that | will bring into this
world and be responsible for, care
for, worry about for the rest of my
life. That's a pretty tough job!

AM: What's your favorite summer
destination?

CK: Anywhere sunny! | love Europe,
the architecture, the art and | would
love to go back to Venice, Italy.

AM: Will you still consider acting
in the future?

CK: | had a blast acting back in

the Cote d’lvoire. | did a lot of
commercials and it was even in
talks to do a sit-com before leaving
the country. Although | really enjoy
it, | do not think this the right career
path for me. I'm truly a behind-the-
scene-type-gal.

AM: In the acting world, who

would you want to work with, if
you had your choice?

CK: Wow, if I had my choice, | would
like to work with Angela Bassett,
Charlize Theron, Jada Pinkett-Smith
and Will Smith, Denzel Washington
and Angelina Jolie...although I think
| will be too intimidated by Angelina.
Something about that woman...

AM: Any words of wisdom for all
our aspiring designers out there?

CK: To all aspiring designers out
there, I'd like to say, follow your
heart, follow your passion. The
fashion business is very cut-throat
but you can't let outside in"uences
distract you from your goal. Filter
through the criticism you receive
and know that you can be a great as
God made you to be.

AM: Any last words?

CK: Thank you for the opportunity to
share a little bit of myself with your
readers. This was very fun!

AM: Thank you Christiane for
taking the time to chat with us.
We wish you plenty of success
and wisdom in your career.
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